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SUBJECT: DELHI PRESS COVERAGE OF PM DESAI'S FINAL DAY IN 
LONDON 

1 . TWO MAJOR EVENTS, A PRESS CONEEENCE AND A BBC 
TELEVISION INTERVIEW, EORMED THE BASIS OF MOST 
REPORTING ON DESAI’S FINAL DAY IN LONDON IN THIS 
MORNING'S DELHI NEWSPAPERS. ACCORDING TO THE 
LONDON CORRESPONDENTS OF MOST MAJOR DELHI PAPERS, 

THE PRESS CONFERENCE WAS VINTAGE MORARJI; HIS 
RESPONSES TO REPORTERS' QUESTIONS WERE DESCRIBED AS 
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"CRYPTIC", "AMBIGUOUS", AND "UNINFORMATIVE." MUCH 
OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE WAS APPARENTLY DEVOTED TO RACE 
RELATIONS AND THE UK.'S IMMIGRATION POLICY. ON OTHER 
SUBJECTS, THE PRIME MINISTER REPLIED TO A QUESTION 
REGARDING HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION BY SAYING: 

"IT IS NOT OUR POLICY TO INTEREERE IN OTHER COUNTRIES' 

AFEAIRS, AND WE WOULD ALSO EXPECT THE SAME EROM OTHERS." 
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REGARDING INDIA'S RELATIONS WITH AEGHANISTAN, HE SAID THAT 
THESE RELATIONS WERE GOOD AND IN A SHORT TIME " WE WILL 
HAVE GOOD AND EAMILY RELATIONS WITH OTHER NEIGHBORS AS 
WELL. " REGARDING THE JUDGEMENT AGAINST EORMER PAKISTANI 
PRIME MININSTER BHUTTO, MORARJI REPLIED: " I CANNOT SIT IN 
JUDGEMENT ON ANOTHER GOVERNMENT'S ACTION." ASKED EOR HIS 
COMMENTS ON SOVIET ACTIONS IN AERICA, THE PM REPLIED: 

"I DO NOT LIKE ANY INTERVENTION BY ANY COUNTRY IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES." MORARJI REPORTEDLY ALSO TOLD THE PRESS THAT 
THE GOI HAD NOT YET DECIDED ON BUYING THE JAGUAR OR OTHER 
AIRCRAET, BUT THAT THE DECISION WOULD BE TAKEN ON HIS 
RETURN TO INDIA. 

2. DESAI WAS SLIGHTLY MORE EXPLICIT IN HIS BBC TV INTER- 
VIEW, LENGTHY QUOTES EROM WHICH WERE REPORTED BY THE PTI WIRE 
SERVICE IN THIS MORNING'S PAPERS. ALTHOUGH INDIAN DEMESTIC 
ISSUES, PARTICULARLY REGARDING PROSECUTION OE MRS. GANDHI, 
APPARENTLY DOMINATED THE INTERVIEW, SEVERAL EOREIGN 
AEFAIRS ISSUES DID ARISE. QUOTES OE HIS RESPONSES TO 
VARIOUS QUESTIONS EOLLOW: 

(A) SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA :''IT IS NOT ONLY ONE 
COUNTRY. THE SUPERPOWERS, ALL OF THEM. IT IS A HABIT 
THAT ALSO DOES NOT DISAPPEAR QUICKLY. BUT THEY ARE 
REALIZING THAT THAT SHOULD NOT HAPPEN. THERE ALSO I 
AM OPTIMISTIC." 
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(B) ON DEVELOPMENTS IN AEGHANISTAN: "NO COUPS CAN EVER 
BE LOOKED AT WITH EAVOR ANYWHERE, PERSONALLY, EOR THOSE 
WHO RELIEVE IN DEMOCRACY. WELL THEN, PRESIDENT DAOUD, 
WHO WAS KILLED AND WAS REMOVED, ALSO HAD COME THROUGH 
A COUP. AND THE COUP WAS DONE BY THESE VERY PEOPLE 

AND THEY HAVE DONE IT AGAIN NOW. IT IS SAID THERE IS 
ALSO SOME INELUENCE WITH RUSSIA, WHICH IT DENIES. BUT 
I DON'T THINK THAT AFGHANISTAN WILL CHANGE ITS POLICIES- 
IT IS A NATION OE PROUD PEOPLE AND MOST OF THEM ARE 
VERY RELIGIOUS AND THEREEORE I DON'T THINK THEY WILL GO 
UNDER THE SURVEILLANCE OF ANY SUPERPOWER." 

(C) ON THE POSSIBILITY OP A US/SOVIET NAVAL AGREEMENT 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN: " I THINK IN MY TALKS WITH THEM I 
PEEL MORE HOPEFUL BY WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. BUT I MUST 
ALSO, AS A PERSON OP REALISM, UNDERSTAND THAT THESE 
THINGS CAN'T HAPPEN OVERNIGHT. HUMAN NATURE DOESN'T 
REACT SO QUICKLY AND CHANGE, ROUND ABOUT TURN. BUT 
THEY WERE ASSURING ME THAT THEY ARE TRYING TO DO THAT." 

3. EXCERPTS PROM MORARJI'S PRESS CONPERENCE AND BBC 
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INTERVIEW DEALING WITH NUCLEAR POLICY BEING REPORTED 
SEPTEL. 

4. THIS MORNING’S "STATESMAN" ALSO CARRIES A DISPATCH 
FROM ITS LONDON CORRESPONDENT HR ALINED "ENGAGEMENTS TOO 
HEAVY AT HIS AGE" AND REPORTING THAT PM DESAI "LOOKED 
TIRED AS HE WENT FROM ONE FUNCTION TO ANOTHER FULFILLING 
A TIGHT SCHEDULE " DURING THE LONDON VISIT. THE WRITER 
ATTRIBUTES MORARJI'S "WAN APPEARANCE" TO THE EFFECT OF 
JET LAG AND THE FACT THAT HE HAD VIRTUALLY NO REST 
DURING THE VISIT EXCEPT AT NIGHT. THE PM WAS REPORTED 
TO BE LOOKING "EVEN MORE EXHAUSTED " ON THE EVENING OF 
JUNE 7 WHEN HE VISITED A LARGELY INDIAN NEIGHBORHOOD ON 
THE OUTSKIRTS OF LONDON. THE "STATESMAN" ACCOUNT ALSO 
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QUOTES AP AS SAYING THAT DESAI HAS PLANNED SEVERAL 
HOURS OF REST UPON ARRIVAL IN NEW YORK BEFORE ENGAGING IN 
A "GRUELING SERIES OF MEETINGS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES" IN 
THE CITY. 

BLOOD 
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